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Title:  Perspective Taking in News Writing

Overview and Rationale:

Many high school newspaper students have a tendency to only interview their friends when writing news articles. This series of lessons is designed to show why it is important to obtain multiple perspectives for news stories.  During these lessons, students will also practice a broad range of newspaper skills, including news writing, headline writing, and cut-line writing.

Goals for Understanding:


Students will be able to:

1. identify different perspectives in a news photo

2. write a news story, headline, and cut-line

3. discuss and understand why involving multiple perspectives in a news story is sound journalism

Essential Questions:

1. What are the elements of a good news story?

2. What are other key elements of a newspaper and how are they structured?

3. Why is it important to gain many perspectives when writing a news story?

Activities:

Day One:

1. Review the elements of a news story

· Format of a news story

· avoiding first or second person

2. Show a newsworthy photo

· one with many elements, and many interpretations works well.  An example can be found at::

www.jsonline.com/story/index.aspx?id=307622
· without any discussion of the photo, ask students to write the news story, which accompanies this photo, for the front page of their newspaper.  They should include a lead, quotes, and transitions.  They should also write a headline and a cut-line for the story and photo.

HOMEWORK:  Students should finish their news story, headline, and cut-line for the next class meeting.

Day Two:
1. Define and Discuss Perspective

· As a journalist, why is it important to look at perspectives, other than the ones we immediately think of when we are given an assignment?

· Is looking at to her perspectives important in news writing, or only in editorial writing?

2.   Define and Review Bias

· Discuss how journalists must have bias, if they don’t, they often aren’t good journalists.  However, their job is to work really hard to not only report on their bias.
3. Show photo again.  Ask students to assume the personality of one of the people or objects in the photo and write their story (this should be in the form of a narrative, not a news story).

· May want to start students off by pointing out one of the obscure things in the photo that they may take the perspective of, and share with them a narrative for that object.

HOMEWORK:  Students should finish their narratives for the next class meeting.

Day Three:

1. Bring students to the front of the room in groups of 5.  Ask them to physically assume the position of the person or object that they wrote about from the photo (may want photo posted as a reference).

· From this position, have students share their narratives.

2. Discuss if identifying, learning, and hearing the different perspectives from the photo helped them to better understand the news event that was happening.  How?  Why?

HOMEWORK:  Go back and reexamine news story, headline, and cut-line.  Did they change, after looking at the different perspectives from the photo?

Assessment:


Students will write an essay answering the question:

“Why is it important to gather many perspectives when writing a news story?”
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